‘X attash a mow somevhat ameient seme from Dlek Som,‘m-..
~om interesting -umummm&_&wmdm. -
On getting Risk's mewo meno, I ssied that 8 Teview be mede of MIX's

“on Indoshina ever the past years, 1 mow ‘have a selestien of
excerpie from estinstes d-ting bnek o Deosmber, 1950,

1r om ﬁrv to sull out thn ‘most proui.n'. passages, M. tndd
make the intelligence o—mMy'n mau appear u have been posi-
ﬁvoh slairveysnt,

h 1’56, for u-ph, we aud, colluunl,n

Wnder thuo oireumstances there 1s enly & slight
ehanee that the French oan c..ee Dild wp an ine
dependent u-tu-u ¢¢nm..af. and an ottn&n
,nuaul w

*The Frcluhh-n appaunuy ocon® ubonon that they
san no loager schieve a military decisien in Indo=

ehina ad that the Indochina problem cea only be
sclved within the context of some form of over-all
settlomnt in un Far xut, pox:mpo folloving the
lﬂ.‘ War,® - }

nr. Sherman Kent,
Direetor, Offioo of National xﬁstinlte-,
The clnh'd Intelligence igenoy,
Hm. e Ce
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"Phe owrun anch Union pouition in Indochina ..cees Will
probably deteriorate durlng the period of this estimate

(m lﬂ.&t”ﬂl)o _

"ﬂwuld it (t.h. l.-dOl-'hnm pl.) tau, vesce WO bt- :
nm ﬂut., unless the US proves willing ta econtribute
the French will in time seek to negotiate
mtiy with tbc Cmun;lsta for the best possible lerms.®

' qnomn conld bo tcnnd, but the pattern is clesr. Ve sws
the main factors correctly =- the failure of the Bao Dai~French
political experiment, the decline of French will, the importance of
"chin'cu aid to Viet Minh -- md we drew the correct conclusiens,

S "It.1e honeat to say tlut we were overly pessimistic about the
immediate future in 1950, And in October of 1953, in NIE-99, we
gave the Lamiel-idavarre plan much higher mirks tham it deserved;
and I believe wo flew in the fice of logic and evidence them — I
‘oan say so, because OIR was a supportcr of the erronsous (im
view, o

7 84411 and m, m record 1s ou uut. nodn few spologies.
and 1t does bear out Diek's point that something can be gleamed
tm:mturtnuﬂqlnbotmcoteamam. If the idea
appeals. to 0/WR, we would be’ _m"toécolhbmh in s nitﬁb

1imd ted upcrl.mt. L R
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